
LIFETIME EXEMPLARY ACHIEVEMENT
Dato’ Dr Madhuri Majumder DPMP, PMP, AMP, JSM, PHF, FAMM

EXEMPLARY COMMUNITY SERVICE THROUGH INNER WHEEL
Mrs Rathy Mahendran

 Datin Gnanambigai Rajah PJK Datin Dr Joges Pathmakanthan

EXEMPLARY COMMUNITY SERVICE
 Mdm Wong Nyuk Mun Mdm Ng Yoke Mooi PPT, PJK

 Datin Rosiah Ahmad Datin Normah bt Haji Hassan
 Mrs Mariayee Ammal AMS Periasamy Pillai Ms Saraspathy Sambasivam AMP, PMP

7:30 p.m. Arrival of guests

Entertainment begins

Arrival of the guest-of-honour, 
Professor Dr Norani Muti Mohamed

Speech by Organising Chairman 
Datin Dr Ramani Subramaniam

Inner Wheel Friendship 

Dinner commences

Speech by President Mrs Saraswathy Veerasamy

Speech by Guest-of-Honour 
Professor Dr Norani Muti Mohamed

Bharatanatyam by 
Natya Jyothi Ms Sandhiya Karunagaran

Presentation of Awards

Group Photograph

Thank You & Goodnight



International Women’s Day falls on 
March 8th. Our charismatic  Dato’ Dr 
Madhuri  born on 8th March is destined 
to be a Lady Extraordinaire with burning 
desire and enthusiasm to do service to 
humanity.  Love and compassion is the 
very essence of her personality that has 
moulded her into a most tenacious and 
influential social activists of our time. 

Dato’ Dr Madhuri was born to Dr DK Majumder 
and Mrs Shantilata Majumder in Seremban  into 
a family of eight girls.  Dr DK Majumder of Bengali 
aristocratic origin migrated to then colonial 
Malaya in 1930. He was a man of charity, 
benevolence and clear vision and so was Mrs 
Majumder.  Together, they were committed to the 
welfare of their compatriots and the down 
trodden.  He exposed Madhuri and her sisters to 
societal norms, values and the demands of the 
community from a tender age. This orientation 
and socialisation nurtured Madhuri  into an 
exceptional, tireless professional and social 
activist committed deeply to a wide range of 
social and medical services, including mental 
health, education, welfare and animal care.

Dato’ Dr Madhuri Majumdar read Medicine at 
the Calcutta University in 1959. A government 
scholarship took her to the United Kingdom to 
specialise in Dermatology in 1966. She received 
her Diploma in Dermatology in London in 1967, 
MRCP Edinburgh in 1968 and FRCP Edinburgh 
in 1982.  She was the first woman dermatologist 
in the country. She scored another first when she 
was installed the first woman Chairman of Perak 
branch of Malaysian Medical Association (1981-
1982). She is a founder  member of the College of 
Physicians, Surgeon and General Practitioners. 
She created history when she was installed as the 

President of Rotary Club of Greentown 
in 1995 – the First Lady President of a 
Rotary Club of Perak.

World conferences, seminars and 
professional journals have benefitted 
from her vast knowledge and wisdom. 
Her creative works include the articles 
published in Australian Medical Journal. 
She has papers read at various 

international and Regional (ASEAN) 
Dermatological Conferences. The Paediatric 
Dermatology Conference in Tokyo in 1983, 
confirmed her as the doyen of international 
repute. Currently, among other reputable 
positions, she is  the President of the Perak Society 
For The Promotion Of Mental Health.

This illustrious lady celebrity has distinguished 
herself in community service both at national and 
international levels. For her outstanding and 
selfless service she was listed in the Dictionary of 
International Biography 1982, World’s Who’s 
Who of Women1990-1999 and awarded a medal 
for World Decoration of Excellence.  She was 
honoured as the Foremost Woman of the 20th 
century in 1988. She received the most coveted 
Margarette Golding Award for Highly 
Commendable Personal Service by International 
Inner Wheel in 2003, The Four Avenues of Service 
Citation for Individual Rotarian and PHF Major 
Donor Citation  from Rotary International and 
Ambassador For Peace from Universal Peace 
Fedration.

She was conferred the JSM by DYMM Yang 
DiPertuan Agong in 1992, AMP, PMP and finally 
DPMP which carries the title of Dato’ by DYMM 
Sultan of Perak in 1990.
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Rathy Mahendran is a very active person.  
She was born in Taiping the town of 
‘everlasting peace’.  She completed her 
early education in Convent Taiping, 
moved on to Form 6th in King Edward 
VII School in 1970.  She married M. 
Mahendran the following year.  After 
the birth of her two sons Chandran and 
Indran, she went to University Sains 
Malaysia to pursue a degree in Social Science.  
Upon graduation with Honours, she worked as a 
teacher but later decided to become a fulltime 
homemaker after the birth of daughter Sumitra. 
She now assists her husband in their family 
business and serves as the company secretary.

Her husband is active in the Rotary Club of 
Taiping where he has served as President and later 
Assistant Governor.  Her sons, a law graduate and 
an engineer are working in Kuala Lumpur while 
her daughter, a social psychologist graduate is 
working in Sydney, Australia.

Rathy Mahendran has Inner Wheel in her blood. 
She is a second generation Inner Wheel Member.  
Her late mother Mrs KS Maniam was President in 
1967-68. Her late mother-in-law Mrs LA Markandu 
was the Charter Secretary who became President 
four times in the Inner Wheel Club of Taiping. 

She was inducted into the Inner Wheel Club of 
Taiping in 1982, and has held the posts of  
Treasurer, Secretary and President. At District level 
she was International Service Director (twice) and 
District Secretary (four times). She was elected 
District Chairman in 2003/2004 and it was during 
her term that the Taiping Club celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary and at the District 330’s 24th Annual 
General meeting cum Fellowship Weekend. In 

2007-08 she was elected National 
Representative.  Among her memorable 
experiences were as a member of the 
Organising Committee of the 14th 
International Inner Wheel Convention 
2009 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah; and her 
election as an International Inner Wheel 
Board Director 2010-11.  

In pursuit of further self-development 
she joined the Taiping Toastmasters Club and in 
2001 became the first Lady President.  It was also 
the first time the club received its President 
Distinguished Club Award from Toastmasters 
International. In 2006-07, she took up the 
position of Area Governor and in 2009 received 
the Distinguished Toastmasters Award from 
Toastmasters International, as recognition for her 
active participation in all Toastmasters 
communication and leadership projects.

Being a Malaysian of Sri Lankan descent, she 
joined the Ceylonese Association Taiping in 1987 
and was the first lady to be elected as a committee 
member of the Association. In 2006, she was 
became its first lady President, a post which she 
has held for the past 4 years to date. 

In 2003, she became the first lady member and 
first lady committee member of an all male 
organisation, the Young Men‘s Hindu Association 
Taiping (YMHA).

Her other activities include being a founder 
member of Taiping Convent Alumni, Past  
Secretary of the Perak Family Planning Association 
Taiping (8 years) and Past Secretary of Sekolah 
Semangat Maju, Taiping (3 years).
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Fair, slender, tall, petite and gentle 
are the descriptions befitting Datin 
Gnanambigai Rajah that accounts for 
the beauty titles she won in Charity 
Fashion shows in her younger days.  
She is more popularly known as 
Datin Gnana. Datin Gnana who hails 
from Seremban, had her early 
education at Convent Seremban, and 
was a professional teacher until she 
married Dato’ N. Thurai Rajah, an 
advocate and solicitor, in 1960. She 
is the proud mother to Uma a 
pharmacist, Aruna a barrister and Eason also a 
barrister residing in the United Kingdom. Eason 
is a Queen’s Counsel, possibly the second 
Malaysian to earn this coveted position. Her 
grandchildren are Tara, Darryl, Anil, Ashpen and 
Anouschka.

Datin Gnana joined the Inner Wheel Club of 
Ipoh in 1980, and since then has  been serving 
this club for 32 years. She is the “walking 
dictionary” of the Inner Wheel. She has served 4 
times as Club President, District Chairman in 
1993-94 and National Representative in 2004-05. 
As a leader she is charismatic, enthusiastic and 
persuasive.

As President of IWC Ipoh, among her numerous 
projects, were building the kitchen in the Jelapang 
Old Folks Home, supplying kennels for the dogs 
to the ISPCA and for the painting of murals at the 
paediatric ward of the Hospital Raja Permaisuri 
Bainun including donating the indoor play 
equipment for children. The ongoing scholarship 
project to deserving students from SRK Tamil 
Gunong Rapat deserves mention. The club has 
aided this school in a variety of ways including 
setting up of a computer room jointly with the 
Rotary Club of Kinta. Following an appeal in 
2000 from the Palliative Care unit at Hospital 
Raja Permaisuri Bainun for equipment (the first 
hospital providing specialised in-patient palliative 

care services in Perak) she furnished 
the lounge with sofas, chairs, 
television, curtains, paintings, and 
air-conditioners.

October 3rd, 1998 was the Club’s 
Golden Anniversary and she was the 
Chairman of the Committee that 
organised the celebrations. The 
banquet at Casuarina Hotel was 
attended by over 400 guests including 
members from other Inner Wheel 
Clubs. The Guest-of-Honour was 

DYMM Raja Permaisuri Perak, Tuanku Bainun.

The most unforgettable fund-raising event was as 
President in 1987, when the club had a breakfast 
counter at the Perak stadium in conjunction with 
the Rotary Club of Kinta’s Half Marathon serving 
about 4,000 participants. In 1988, she was 
awarded the PJK by DYMM Sultan Azlan Shah. In 
2010, the IWC Ipoh accorded her “Honoured 
Active Membership” for her service at Club, 
District and National levels spanning over 30 
years.

She has visited overseas and has represented the 
club as its delegate at the International Inner 
Wheel Convention in 2008, and attended the 
Thirteenth Triennial Conference of the Association 
of Inner Wheel Clubs in India in 2010.  She 
records an average 90% attendance for District 
Annual General Meetings. As a Rotary spouse she 
has enjoyed hosting students from America, 
Chiengmai, Japan and Turkistan 

Her contributions to YWCA, MCEF (Malaysian 
Community Education Foundation) and ISPCA 
(Ipoh Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals) are highly commendable.

She played golf, enjoys travelling, reading, 
gardening, flower arranging, cooking, sewing, 
playing bridge and going to the theatre. 
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Datin Dr Jogeswary Pathmakanthan 
was born and brought up in the 
Royal Town of Kuala Kangsar, 
Perak. She completed her tertiary 
education in Singapore where she 
obtained her MBBS degree. Dr 
Joges married Dr Pathmakanthan, 
an anaesthetist and a Rotarian. She 
completed her family with three 
children and then pursued her 
postgraduate studies in 
Ophthalmology in London. To 
keep abreast with the development in 
Ophthalmology she attended several local and 
international conferences, seminars and 
workshops and distinguished herself in her 
chosen career. 

In 1984, after 17 years of government service she 
started her own private practice .  She retired from 
active medical practice to focus on social service .  
Dr Balkish Kaur an uprising star in the Inner 
Wheel Movement then, was instrumental in 
introducing  Dr. Joges to Inner Wheel. Dr. Joges 
became a member of IWC of Ipoh in 1978 and 
held the positions of Committee member, Club 
correspondent, ISO, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-
President and President. She was club delegate 
several times and took active part in several Inner 
Wheel conferences.

Her dedicated  services to the 
community through the Inner Wheel 
Club of Ipoh drew the attention of 
Inner Wheel District 330. Dr. Joges was 
on the Inner Wheel District 330 
Executive Committee as Editor from 
2000-2003.  She  moved on to become 
the District Secretary (2003-2004) and 
the Vice-Chairman (2004-2005). For 
her contribution to the District,  Datin 
Dr Joges was elected  the District 
Chairman. She was the District 

Extension Organiser in 2006-2007; Deputy 
National Representative 2007-2008 and National 
Representative 2009-2010.  Datin Dr Joges 
initiated the Inner Wheel Club of Ipoh East, of 
which she is still an active member.  She has been 
a guide, mentor and companion in the true spirit 
of Inner Wheel.

Datin Dr Joges was the President of the Divine 
Life Society, Ipoh. She was instrumental in raising 
funds and purchasing  the present centre for the 
Divine Life Society. She was honoured with the 
coveted Guru Bhakti Retna  highest award  by  the 
Divine Life Society Malaysia for her services.

Her hobbies are classical music, dancing, reading 
and swimming. She is also a member of the  Fine 
Arts Society and the Toastmasters Club in Ipoh.  
Her two older children are doctors and happily 
married; her youngest son is with the Nomura 
International in Singapore. Dato’ and Datin 
Pathmakanthan are blessed with 5 grandchildren.
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Madam Wong Nyuk Mun was born 
in Kuala Lumpur on 23rd February, 
1934. She studied in Pudu English 
School in Kuala Lumpur and works  
as an executive in a few private firms 
until she retired in 1975. She is 
married to Mr Chye an army 
personnel. She has a daughter, a 
lawyer, who has settled in USA while 
her son is an executive with Singapore 
Airlines.

Madam Wong has the compassion, 
kindness and love to reach out to the 
weak, the sick, the aged and destitute. She helps 
to raise funds and lends a hand at the Little Sisters 
of the Poor which was located at Jelapang, Perak 
and has continued to do so after it was moved to 
the Penang Home in Batu Lanchang. She is also 
active in raising funds for the Simee Catholic 
Welfare Service Home for the Aged.

She is a volunteer worker at Hospital Raja 
Permaisuri Bainun where she has been serving for 
more than a decade. She ferries the aged to their 
appointments with the doctor and helps them 
collect their medications and then sends them 
back home. On a monthly basis, she collects 

medications for some indisposed 
patients and also does the same type 
of service at the Simee Health Centre. 
She and her contacts in the Public 
Service Department help the needy 
people with their pension matters.

Through her friends and family 
members, she donated a trolley to 
Hospital Raja Permaisuri Bainun, 
Ipoh mainly for the purpose of 
wheeling reading materials to various 
wards.

She is a wonderful housewife too. Her husband is 
ailing and has many medical complications. He 
recently underwent bypass surgery and has to be 
referred to IJN every 6 months. He suffers from 
leukaemia and also some problems with his 
kidneys, which requires him to go through dialysis 
often. She takes care of him and chauffeurs him 
around for all his treatments and appointments. 
She also makes sure that he only eats her home-
cooked food.

To keep herself fit and strong, so that she is able to 
care for others, she attends group exercises. She 
also plays mahjong for relaxation. 
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Madam Ng Yoke Mooi is an effable and 
gentle lady with a pleasant personality. 
She is soft-spoken, frail but veritable 
and tenacious in her will to achieve her 
set goals.

She is the eldest of five girls. She 
completed her Senior Cambridge in 
1952 at the Main Convent Ipoh.  Her 
dream to teach was realised when she 
graduated with a teaching certificate from the 
Normal Training Class, Anderson School Centre, 
Ipoh.

Mr Lee Kong Poh who obtained a degree in 
engineering from the University of Wales on a 
coveted Colonial Scholarship and worked as a 
civil engineer with the Drainage and Irrigation 
Department, proposed and married this charming 
young lady in 1956. She followed Mr Lee on his 
tour of duty in different states in the country.  
Although they have no children, Mrs Lee did not 
see it as a deprivation but as an opportunity willed 
by God to serve the many children who needed 
motherly care and love. This afforded her ample 
time to devote herself to the mentally and 
physically impaired, the destitute and discarded, 
the neglected and discriminated found in schools 
and communities she served. 

She started her teaching career at Convent  Batu 
Gajah. When Mr Lee was transferred to Kuala 
Lumpur, she joined the renowned Convent Bukit 
Nanas. Here, she took upon herself to transform 
the Special Malay Class into achievers. They 
generally lagged behind in English language 
proficiency and mathematics. She gave them 
special coaching after school to improve their 
performance in the two subjects and many did 
well. 

From Selangor, Mr Lee was sent to Kedah then to 
Pahang and finally to Perak where he served as 
the State DID Engineer stationed in Ipoh. Mrs Lee 
followed. She was appointed as the Patron of the 

DID Sports Club Perak and was 
responsible for funding the welfare 
activities of the Club.  She taught in Poi 
Lam Secondary school for a while and 
was transferred to Sungai Pari Boys 
School where she felt her services were 
most needed. She served the school for 
19 years until her retirement. The 
majority of the students were from the 
low socio-economic group from Falim 

and Buntong. They needed special attention and 
guidance. She, along with other like-minded 
colleagues, collected funds and provided the 
needy with breakfast, uniforms, pocket money, 
writing materials and free tuition. She gave them 
life, self esteem, and self-realisation as an 
educationist and mother. Through her good work 
many of her students have benefitted 
tremendously.

At her prime, in 1969, she lost her beloved 
husband. However, her right outlook in life kept 
her moving.  As a regular traveller she has seen 
and experienced many parts of the world. After 
retirement, she continued to serve society in many 
ways. From 1991 she served on the Executive 
Committee of the Perak Society for the Promotion 
of Mental Health, and was Chairman of Residents’ 
Hostel and also the Orchid and Chicken Projects. 
She was an Executive Committee Member of 
Majlis Kesihatan Mental Malaysia (1995-2000). 
As the Area Coordinator of Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help Church she organised charity food 
fairs, canteen days and out-reach programmes 
visiting the sick, old folks and mental patients.

At eighty years of age, she still has the time and 
strength – what the younger people dread to 
shoulder and do, she does voluntarily with 
missionary fervour. She is of the conviction that 
age is no barrier to serve humanity: what matters 
is the will. In recognition of her services she was 
awarded the PJK and later the PPT.
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Datin Rosiah is married to Professor 
Dato’ Dr Harun Nizam who is  a 
Council Member to Quest 
International University, Ipoh, Perak.

She started her career life as the State 
Registered Nurse at the University 
Malaya Medical Centre in 1973 to 
1980 where she was promoted to 
Nursing Sister and finally Nursing 
Matron in 1986. In 2002, she joined 
as a lecturer in Puteri Nursing 
College, KPJ Bhd. In 2004, she transferred to the 
Faculty of Medicine, UiTM Shah Alam, where she 
has worked until today.

Academically, she qualified as the State Registered 
Nurse in 1973 from the School of Nursing, 
University Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. In 1976 she 
passed the State Certified Midwifery Part 1 from 
the school of Midwifery Maternity Hospital, Kuala 
Lumpur. In 1988, she received a Certificate in 
Advance Nursing Administration from the 
University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. In 1991, she 
accepted an attachment in the Plastic and Burns 
Unit, St. Andrew’s Hospital, Essex, United 
Kingdom. In 1996, she graduated with a Bachelor 
of Nursing Science from the University of Malaya, 
Kuala Lumpur. Currently, she is pursuing a 
Masters Degree in Nursing at UiTM. She is a 
lecturer to Medical Students and Dentistry 
Students for practical skills in their clinical 
posting. She is a coordinator for Clinical Skills 
Laboratory in Faculty of Medicine Shah Alam, 

Hospital Selayang and Hospital Sg. 
Buloh.

Her duties include preparation for 
students’ practical examination 
during their clinical posting, 
facilitator for preparing and analysing 
technical specifications for items to 
be purchased for the Clinical Skills 
Laboratory. She is head of the ISO 
Unit in the Faculty of Medicine UiTM 
Shah Alam since 2007. She is also a 

Member of the Research Committee, coordinator 
for family Day and co-investigator for research 
projects for the Faculty of Medicine UiTM Shah 
Alam. She is also coordinator for nurses (who are 
staff of the Faculty of Medicine, UiTM, Shah 
Alam) attached to Hospital Selayang, Hospital Sg. 
Buloh, Taman Ehsan Health Centre and Sg. Buloh 
Health Centre. She is involved in the planning of 
the new Faculty of Medicine’s complexes in 
Selayang and Sg. Buloh and also in the purchasing 
of equipment for the new Faculty of Medicine’s 
complexes in Selayang and Sg. Buloh.

She has been President of the Alumni Sekolah 
Kejururawatan, University of Malaya since 1991, 
and has been a life member of the Malaysian 
Nurses Association and Vice-President of 
Persatuan Penderma Darah Wilayah dan Selangor. 
She actively services the community by having 
campaigns for health awareness for the public 
and by giving free medical advice. 
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Datin Normah binti Haji Hassan is a 
simple kampong girl who fathomed  
greater heights in her life’s journey 
because of her golden heart to  
accommodate and serve the  community 
in earnest. She is very quiet, gentle, 
loving, caring and always with a 
charming smile for everyone. Most of all 
she has a humble, simple and an 
endearing demeanour. 

Datin Normah hails from Kampong Rasau, Slim 
River, Perak.  She had her early education at the 
Government English Girls School (GEGS), Kuala 
Kangsar, and later at the Government English 
Secondary School, Slim River. Her dream was to 
become a teacher.  It was vogue at that time for 
young ladies to pursue this noble profession. She 
entered the teachers college and became a fully 
certified teacher.

Marriage was next. In those days it was the 
aspirations of young Malay ladies, more so from 
GEGS Kuala Kangsar, to marry young men from 
the Malaysian Civil Service (MCS) especially 
those educated at the prestigious Malay College, 
Kuala Kangsar. However, Datin Normah chose 
one who is also from the royal town but who 
excelled in the rival Clifford School, Dato’ Abdul 
Rahim bin Hj. Abdul Majid. Dato’ is a renowned  
member of the Malaysian Education Service, a 
veteran educationist and scholar, who strongly  
believes in life-long continuous education. His 
dispositions are in harmony with that of Datin 
Normah. They have three children and four lovely 
grandchildren.

Datin Normah followed Dato’ Rahim to 
the various parts of the country where 
he served in different capacities.  She 
carried out her duties meticulously as 
wife, parent, educationist and social 
worker.  In Terengganu she reached out 
to the poor kampung children and 
provided them not only food but also 
education, guidance and motivation. 

The trainee-teachers of the Teachers College where 
Dato’ Rahim was head, looked up to Datin as 
their mother and mentor. She gave love, 
counselling, comfort and care especially to those 
who felt lonely away from home. The destitute 
also drew her attention. She put aside time to find 
food and shelter for them. Being a religious 
person, she gave them religious and moral 
education, and guided them to face life with 
confidence.

Dato’ Rahim came to Perak as the State Director 
of Education. Datin Normah played an active and 
important role as President of PUSPANITA 
Education Perak and as Committee Member of 
the State PUSPANITA which organised numerous 
educational, social and charitable activities for 
the needy.  During her leadership, she dedicated 
herself to motivating, counselling and educating 
school children while complementing the State’s 
Education Vision of PERAK NUMBER ONE.  She 
did similar activities when Dato’ served the 
Education Service Commission for six years.  She 
is held in high esteem by all associated with the 
Commission. For her dedicated services she was 
awarded the PPT by the Sultan of Perak in 1996.

t
h
c
w
w
t
p



Born in 1925, Mdm Mariyayee Ammal 
is the youngest and only girl among 4 
siblings. Her father Mr Egambaram 
Pillay was a padi farmer while her 
mother Veloor Ammal was a devout 
homemaker.

Mdm Mariyayee spent her early years in 
Kalpalayam village in Thiruchirapalli, 
Tamil Nadu, South India. She studied at 
the the local Tamil school and was educated up to 
the third grade.

Known for her soft-heartedness since childhood, 
she has helped the poor and needy in her village.

She married Mr AMS Periasamy Pillay on the 3rd 
June, 1946 in Thiruchirapalli, South India. Her 
early years of married life was spent between 
Manachanallur a small town in Trichirapalli 
district and Malaya, until she settled down to 
family life at Jalan Besar in Sungai Siput, Perak.

She was a devout wife and is a caring mother of 
seven children (5 boys and 2 girls), a diligent 
silent force behind her successful planter husband. 
Under her guidance, her children have all 
graduated from universities – an accountant, two 
lawyers, a business graduate, a planter and a 
nutritionist.

Mdm Mariyayee Ammal assisted her 
husband in his various ventures in 
Malaysia and in India. She spent five 
years living in India overseeing the 
completion of a 13-room family home 
known as “Malaya house” that was built 
between 1965 to 1970 in the 1½ acre 
land in Trichi Town. 

When her husband took on the helm of 
the Sri Subramaniar temple in Sungai Siput in the 
1950s, Mdm Mariyayee was active in the “Mathar 
Pakuthi” or ladies section in which she was the 
chairperson for more than 50 years.

After the demise of her husband in 2007, she 
became an avid writer, penning her thoughts into 
poems and authoring them under her name – 
“Baratha Matha”. A few of her poems were 
published in the local Tamil dailies and she has 
also published a book titled “Baratha Mathavin 
Sinthanai Muthukkal” in 2010.

She has been a pillar of strength to the Indian 
community in Sungai Siput and Kuala Kangsar by 
being extremely creative in her thoughts and 
applying them into action. Her longstanding goal 
to acquire a new chariot for the Sri Subramaniar 
temple in Sungai Siput has turned into reality 
during Thaipusam 2012 which saw the release of 
a new Golden Chariot fully sponsored by the 
AMS Periasamy Pillay family valued at RM150,000 
and imported from India.
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Saraspathy is Ipoh born and had her 
education at the Convent of the Holy 
Infant Jesus, Ipoh. She drew her 
inspiration from the kindness and caring 
nature of the sisters in the Convent. 
Saraspathy is a single mother whose  
history of achievements is amazing! 
Saras, as she is popularly known, started 
her career as a teacher at Sekolah 
Semangat Maju in 1976. She spent 10 
fulfilling years at the Sekolah Semangat Maju and 
discovered that working with children was her 
forte.

Realising that education is the only way forward 
she attended several courses to improve herself 
and gained experience teaching intellectually 
challenged children. Saras then moved on to  
work with Yayasan Sultan Idris Shah as a Therapy 
Assistant. With the encouragement the staff, 
particularly Tan Sri Jeyaratnam, Saras made it her 
mission to care for the disabled and intellectually 
handicapped . 

In 1987-88, in appreciation of her good work she 
was sent to study for a Diploma in Community 
Based Rehabilitation at the Institute of Child 
Health, University College London in the United 
Kingdom and ten years later, she successfully 
completed a MSc (Masters of Social Science) in 
Community Disability Studies. She has attended 
many national and international conferences and 
pratical training in Nairobi, Auckland, Bangalore, 
Jaipur, Taipei.

Upon completing her Masters, 
equipped with new methodologies, 
Saras decided to set up several 
community based rehabilitation 
centres in Perak to serve the public. She 
was instrumental in forming the Spinal 
Wheelers’ Club in 1988 and the Special 
Bikers’ Club in 1991. These are social 
clubs whose members are physically 
and mentally challenged.  The clubs 

provide an environment where the members 
share, care and help each other. Members of the 
Special Bikers’ Club, learn to drive and ride 
specially modified vehicles to help them be 
independent.

In 2005, Saras joined the Persatuan Pemulihan 
Dalam Kommuniti Buntong where she is presently 
employed. She has also just completed a 
professional certificate course in Skills 
Competency Training. She is also the Community 
Development Officer and Honorary Secretary of 
this Association. 

She has so much passion for her work that just 24 
hours is not enough for her.  For her selfless 
service and passion towards her  work  she has 
been recognised by being honoured  with the PPT 
in 1992, AMP in 1997 and PMP in 2010. 

It is no small feat  for a single mother from 
humble beginnings to achieve so much.  And this 
is all attributed to her perseverance and dedication. 
Saras truly fulfils the epitome “To serve mankind 
is to serve God”.
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