
DEAR IW FRIENDS

I wish you a wonderful Women’s Day.  I know how committed and devoted you are 
in Malaysia and Singapore to our wonderful IIW organisation

Our main duty is to contribute with enthusiasm and dedication to make the world a 
better place to live in… and you must consider your Inner Wheel life like a gift you 
make to future generations  

But as all big organisations, we have some rules, regulations which must be  regularly 
updated.  Now it is time for Inner Wheel to change to be ready to face the new 
millennium, ready to face 2020, and I agree that it is the hardest thing in the world, 
but we need to accomplish it.  This work must be done, and will be done at the next 
convention where you will need to ratify important resolutions and vote in favour of 
several proposals which will improve our IW life.

You all agree that IIW must change with the times but with dignity that our 
organisation requires, while always maintaining these principles that have made in 
the past our organisation great.  We need to set up a body of IW members of the 
future, who are part of modern society and know how to work within the demands 
of today’s women.  

IIW is a diamond which enlightens the world, the world of those who really need us.  
Inner Wheeel is definitely a way to think. Inner Wheel is a way to be. Inner Wheel is a 
way of life devoted to commitment, involvement, on a voluntary basis. Inner Wheel 
is the voice of women who care and share worldwide through friendship, service and 
international undertsanding.

All together, we must be more ambitious for IIW and give life to the theme of the 
year THINK AHEAD – AIM HIGH.

We will undertake the changes together, WIN them together and become THE 
WINNER WHEEL OF INTERNATIONAL INNER WHEEL

Catherine Refabert

IIW President
2011-2012
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PRESIDENT SARASWATHY AND 
MEMBERS OF THE INNER WHEEL CLUB OF IPOH EAST

Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts as you celebrate International 
Women’s Day.     

In 1910, Clara Zelkin (leader of the Women’s section of the German Social Democratic 
Party) proposed that a day be set aside to remember the achievements of women 
globally and at the same time to remind society of the gender inequality that existed 
at that time and still does to some extent in this modern age.

The 8th of March was set aside as International Women’s Day. 

As a women’s organisation, I am really proud that you have chosen this day to honour 
women in your community for their dedication in improving the lives and social 
structure of women. By having this function you are emphasising the importance 
that women play in society. 

Thank You.

In Inner Wheel Friendship,

Joy Sundram

National 
Representative
2011-2012
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IW District 330
Chairman
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INCE its birth in 1911, International Women’s Day has grown to become a 

global day of recognition and celebration across developed and developing 

countries alike. Women’s organisations and governments around the world 

have also observed International Women’s Day annually on 8th March by holding 

events that honour women’s advancement. This date is also commemorated at the 

United Nations and is designated in many countries as a national holiday. 

I would like to congratulate President Saraswathy and members of the Inner Wheel 

Club of Ipoh East for celebrating the International Women’s Day by holding an event 

to recognise and honour the ladies who have contributed their selfless services to the 

community in the State of Perak.  This is also a celebration of women’s achievements 

and I feel privileged to be able to pay you and your club-members compliment on 

this happy occasion.

Think Ahead – Aim High

Yours in InnerWheel Friendship,

Rokiah Staun
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LL around the world on the 8th of March and throughout the month of 
March, thousands of events were held every year for the last 100 years to 
commemorate International Women’s Day.  This Day honours women’s 

advancement and while doing so, has diligently reminded us of the important roles 
of women and upholding this recognition in all aspects of life. 

As women and mothers, we are instinctively conscious of our role to help nurture 
and heal.  Some of us seek to actively extend this role to the community, beyond 
the enclave of our home.  Oftentimes, it is not for any thought of reward or favour.  
Many are acts of kindness and philanthropy.  And many among these women go 
quietly about working their good deeds.

The  members of the Inner Wheel Club of Ipoh East are inspired by the work of these 
great women.  And what better time to recognise their good work than International 
Women’s Day.  Today, we pay tribute to a few of these women extraordinaire in our 
community.

I wish congratulate Organising Chairman Datin Dr Ramani Subramaniam and her 
committee who have worked so well to organise this event. They have certainly 
exemplified the International  Inner Wheel theme for this year “Think Ahead – Aim 
High”.  

My sincere thanks to all my fellow members for their kind support and co-operation. 
Very special thanks to all the well-wishers and sponsors, without whom we could not 
have made this happen.  To our guests, we hope to send a message to members of our 
community;  whether they be men or women, private or government, individuals 
or institutions; to actively participate and make a difference that counts where it 
matters most – in OUR community. 

Thank you, 

Saraswathy Balasubramaniam
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T is indeed a great honour to be the Organising Chairman of this event – 
organised by women in recognition of great women!

There are many women out there in our community who do so much for the society 
– many women who carry on unseen, unheard, and rewarded only by their own 
personal satisfaction.  This event is a tribute to them!  The few that we recognise 
tonight are exemplary of the many women who have devoted much time and effort 
towards the well-being of OUR community.  

Let us be reminded of the special role that women can play.  Many modern women 
strive for personal success and power which were the traditional domain of men.  
However, women can perform with the added feminine touch endowed with an 
instinct to nurture and heal.  This pursuit of equality in many aspects of life means 
that women need no longer be subjugate to the achievements of men.  It is this 
recognition of women that will bring peace and social development.  This event is 
to inspire and encourage all women to achieve such ambitions!

Thank you to all Inner Wheel Club of Ipoh East members who have put this project 
together.  All our meetings have brought us closer together, and we now have a better 
understanding of each other’s personal quirks and fancies.  As a salute to all our 
award recipients, here is an inspiring quote from a Frenchman: 

There is always a woman at the begining of all great things.

~ Alphonse Marie Louis de Lamartine 
(18th century poet and diplomat)

Yours in Inner Wheel Friendship

Ramani Subramaniam
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